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1 Movement data only available between July 2015 and May 2016, May-June 2016 movements calculated on average 
movement data. 
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2 Marchant, S & Higgins, PJ (Eds) 1993. Handbook of Australian, New Zealand and Antarctic Birds. Volume 2: Raptors to 
Lapwings. Oxford University Press, Melbourne. 
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Figure 12: Airside survey density using mass (kg)
June 2015
Mackay Airport Pty Ltd
Wildlife Management Program
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Data displayed as shaded contours represents areas of high and moderate risk (warm
colours) and low and very low risk (cool colours) wildlife activity. Activity levels are
based on the total mass of perching, loafing and foraging wildlife observed during
surveys. Total mass was used as an index of activity as it measures the risk to aircraft
from wildlife. Wildlife observed transiting the airport are represented as arrows, pointing
in the direction of flight.
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Figure 13: Airside survey density using mass (kg)
September 2015
Mackay Airport Pty Ltd
Wildlife Management Program
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Data displayed as shaded contours represents areas of high and moderate risk (warm
colours) and low and very low risk (cool colours) wildlife activity. Activity levels are
based on the total mass of perching, loafing and foraging wildlife observed during
surveys. Total mass was used as an index of activity as it measures the risk to aircraft
from wildlife. Wildlife observed transiting the airport are represented as arrows, pointing
in the direction of flight.
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Figure 14: Airside survey density using mass (kg)
January 2016
Mackay Airport Pty Ltd
Wildlife Management Program
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colours) and low and very low risk (cool colours) wildlife activity. Activity levels are
based on the total mass of perching, loafing and foraging wildlife observed during
surveys. Total mass was used as an index of activity as it measures the risk to aircraft
from wildlife. Wildlife observed transiting the airport are represented as arrows, pointing
in the direction of flight.
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Figure 15: Airside survey density using mass (kg)
April 2016
Mackay Airport Pty Ltd
Wildlife Management Program
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Elongated flank-plumes that project 

above the body line  

 

Plumed Whistling Duck 
Dendrocygna eytoni 

Short grass, access to food and water, and lack of predators, make  

airports particularly attractive to Plumed Whistling Ducks. Their relatively 

large body size, coupled with their tendency to form small groups, create a 

serious strike risk when left unmanaged. They will often use airports at 

night to forage, venturing into open grassed areas adjacent aircraft  

movement areas to forage on grasses and seeds.       

         

KEY IDENTIFICATION FEATURES 

Food: 

Grasses and seeds.  

 

Habitat: 

Prefers grasslands in vicinity of  

water bodies.   

 

Activity Hotspots: 

Transits over YBMK between  

adjacent foraging and roosting  

habitats.  

They often use the airfield at night, 

creating a increased hazard due to 

low detection.  

HAZARD DESCRIPTION 

Active Management: 

 Monitor flight strips, particularly at night, for individuals and groups, 

report hazard to aircraft operators. 

 Remove the immediate hazard using active dispersal techniques. 

 Do not allow individuals to settle, apply persistent dispersal and  

disperse during early evening periods to prevent them settling for the 

night. 

 Consider employing the use of a dog trained to disperse ducks if 

conventional dispersal methods are ineffective 

 Apply lethal control in circumstances where individuals are  

presenting a serious and immediate strike risk.  

Passive Management: 

 Remove, or restrict access to, permanent or semi-permanent water 

sources on-airport (e.g. retention ponds, drains etc.).  

 Maintain airside grass height at 200-300mm, including the regular 

removal of seed heads. 

 Where possible, schedule flight operations to avoid peak activity. 

Additional Responses: 

 Issue a Wildlife Hazard Notification or NOTAM if the hazard is likely 

to remain high for a definable period. 

 Where regular monitoring identifies a defined or seasonal trend,  

update the ERSA to include hazard details, time of hazard, location, 

expected duration, and general hazard avoidance advice for pilots. 

 

 

 

HAZARD MANAGEMENT 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

PRESENT ON AIRPORT  

SIZE 

STRIKE HISTORY (2011/12 - 2015/16) 

AIRSIDE ATTRACTANTS 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

BREEDING SEASON  

DUCKS and GEESE 

Weight (g): 1000 

Length (cm): 40-60 

Wingspan (cm): 75-90 

Total Strikes: 2 

Multiple Strikes:  2 

Strikes/10000 RPT Movements: 0.29 

Damaging Strike Rate: 0% 

HIGH 
RISK 



Medium - large bats with fox-like  

facial features.  

 

Unidentified Flying-fox 
Pteropus species 

Their large body mass and flocking behaviour present a considerable 

strike risk which is exacerbated by their nocturnal behaviour, making 

detection difficult. Airports themselves are rarely a source of attraction, 

however flocks of flying-foxes transiting through airport air space and 

aircraft flight paths, particularly during the nightly exodus from their 

daytime camps, are a serious hazard.             

KEY IDENTIFICATION FEATURES 

Food: 

Primarily fruits and nectar of native 

trees and shrubs, particularly  

eucalypts and fig species.  

 

Habitat: 

Rainforest, mangroves, paperbark 

swamps, open forests.  

 

Activity Hotspots: 

Transits over YBMK between  

foraging habitats and camps.    

HAZARD DESCRIPTION 

Active Management: 

 NIL 

Passive Management: 

 Monitor flight strips for individuals or flocks and report hazard to  

aircraft operators. 

 Remove trees and shrubs from airside and landside areas whose 

fruits and flowers attract flying-foxes. 

 Develop a landscaping policy that provides guidance on appropriate 

plant species use.  

 During high risk periods encourage delayed take-offs and landings. 

 Monitor flying-fox camps in the vicinity of the airport to identify local 

population trends.  

 Where possible, schedule flight operations to avoid peak activity. 

Additional Responses: 

 Issue a Wildlife Hazard Notification or NOTAM if the hazard is likely 

to remain high for a definable period. 

 Where regular monitoring identifies a defined or seasonal trend,  

update the ERSA to include hazard details, time of hazard, location, 

expected duration, and general hazard avoidance advice for pilots. 

 

 

 

HAZARD MANAGEMENT 

HIGH  
RISK 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

PRESENT ON AIRPORT 

SIZE 

STRIKE HISTORY ([insert date range]) 

AIRSIDE ATTRACTANTS 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

BREEDING SEASON 

FLYING-FOXES 

Weight (g): 300-1000 

Length (cm): 100-290 

Wingspan (cm): up to 1000 

Total Strikes: 8 

Multiple Strikes:  1 

Strikes/10000 RPT Movements: 1.16 

Damaging Strike Rate: 0% 



White lines over the top of the eye. 

Will often remain motionless when 

disturbed.  

Bush Stone-curlew 
Burhinus grallarius 

Airside lighting attract insects which in turn attract Bush Stone-curlews 

into aircraft movement areas such as aprons, taxiways and runways. It 

is their presence in these critical areas that contribute to the strike risk. 

Because they are active at night, they are often difficult to detect by 

aircrews and wildlife control personnel. When disturbed they will often 

lay down flat, legs tucked in with their head and neck laying flat in front 

of their body. They will remain in this position motionless even when 

approached at close range before quickly fleeing.  

KEY IDENTIFICATION FEATURES 

Food: 

Insects, molluscs, small lizards, 

seeds and occasionally small  

mammals.  

 

Habitat: 

Short grass to forage and loaf. 

Sealed areas, particularly at night, to 

forage on insects that are attracted 

by apron and runway lights.  

 

Activity Hotspots: 

Forages in the grass in the runway  

undershoots. Often observed at night 

in grass and on sealed areas.  

HAZARD DESCRIPTION 

Active Management: 

 Monitor flight strips, particularly at night, for individuals and report 

hazard to aircraft operators. 

 Remove the immediate hazard using active dispersal techniques. 

 Do not allow individuals to settle, apply persistent dispersal. 

 Apply lethal control in circumstances where individuals are  

presenting a serious and immediate strike risk. 

 Locate and destroy ground nests. 

 Consider employing the use of a dog trained to disperse curlew if 

conventional dispersal methods are ineffective. 

Passive Management: 

 Maintain airside grass height at 200-300mm. 

 Turn off-runway lights when not in use to reduce insect activity.  

Additional Responses: 

 Issue a Wildlife Hazard Notification or NOTAM if the hazard is 

likely to remain high for a definable period. 

 Where regular monitoring identifies a defined or seasonal trend,  

update the ERSA to include hazard details, time of hazard,  

location, expected duration, and general hazard avoidance advice 

for pilots. 

 

 

 

HAZARD MANAGEMENT 

HIGH 
RISK 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

PRESENT ON AIRPORT 

SIZE 

STRIKE HISTORY (2011/12 - 2015/16) 

AIRSIDE ATTRACTANTS 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

BREEDING SEASON 

STONE-CURLEWS 

Weight (g): 647 

Length (cm): 55-59 

Wingspan (cm): 80-105 

Total Strikes: 8 

Multiple Strikes:  0 

Strikes/10000 RPT Movements: 1.2 

Damaging Strike Rate: 0% 



Orange-yellow legs. Black and white 

plumage. Distinctive cranial knob.  

 

Magpie Goose 
Anseranas semipalmata 

Magpie Geese present a serious strike risk because of their large 

body mass and tendency to form large flocks. Outside of the breeding 

season, they are gregarious and can form colonies of up to 50,000 

individuals. Although generally crepuscular, they may also feed 

throughout the day. 

   

         

KEY IDENTIFICATION FEATURES 

Food: 

Grass seeds in wet season, sedge 

rhizomes in dry season with grass 

when swamps dry out.  

 

Habitat: 

Habitat and distribution is largely  

determined by the presence of  

surface water. Open grassed areas 

(e.g. airports, ovals etc.) provide  

ideal habitat due to the presence of 

surface water and grass.    

 

Activity Hotspots: 

Transits through critical areas  

between adjacent off-airport habitats. 

HAZARD DESCRIPTION 

Active Management: 

 Monitor flight strips for individuals, report hazard to aircraft operators. 

 Remove the immediate hazard using active dispersal techniques. 

 Do not allow individuals to settle, apply persistent dispersal and  

disperse during early morning periods to prevent them settling for the 

day. 

 Consider employing the use of a dog trained to disperse geese if 

conventional dispersal methods are ineffective. 

 Apply lethal control in circumstances where individuals are  

presenting a serious and immediate strike risk.  

Passive Management: 

 Remove, or restrict access to, permanent or semi-permanent water 

sources on-airport (e.g. retention ponds, drains etc.).  

 Maintain airside grass height at 200-300mm, including the regular 

removal of seed heads. Do not exceed heights of 300mm. 

 Where possible, schedule flight operations to avoid peak activity. 

Additional Responses: 

 Issue a Wildlife Hazard Notification or NOTAM if the hazard is likely 

to remain high for a definable period. 

 Where regular monitoring identifies a defined or seasonal trend,  

update the ERSA to include hazard details, time of hazard, location, 

expected duration, and general hazard avoidance advice for pilots. 

 

 

 

HAZARD MANAGEMENT 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

PRESENT ON AIRPORT  

SIZE 

STRIKE HISTORY (2011/12 - 2015/16) 

AIRSIDE ATTRACTANTS 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

BREEDING SEASON  

DUCKS and GEESE 

Weight (g): 2400 

Length (cm): 70-79 

Wingspan (cm): 165 

Total Strikes: 0 

HIGH 
RISK 



Pink and grey plumage.  

 

Galah 
Eolophus roseicapillus 

Although relatively small in size, Galah are particularly hazardous to 

aircraft because they can form flocks of hundreds of individuals. They 

are attracted to short grass on airports, particularly where it has  

seeded, and their erratic flight whilst on-airport creates serious  

hazards for aircraft.         KEY IDENTIFICATION FEATURES 

Food: 

Seeds mostly from grasses and 

weeds. Also fruits and nuts from 

trees.  

 

Habitat: 

Short grass to forage and loaf.  

Buildings and other airport  

infrastructure to perch and roost.  

 

Activity Hotspots: 

Flies over YBMK between adjacent 

habitats. 

HAZARD DESCRIPTION 

Active Management: 

 Monitor flight strips for flocks and report hazard to aircraft operators. 

 Remove the immediate hazard using active dispersal techniques. 

 Do not allow individuals to settle, apply persistent dispersal. 

 Apply lethal control in circumstances where individuals are  

presenting a serious and immediate strike risk. 

 Consider employing the use of a dog or raptor trained to disperse 

galahs if conventional dispersal methods are ineffective. 

Passive Management: 

 Maintain airside grass height at 200-300mm. 

 Limit the availability of irrigated and manicured grassland.  

 Monitor airport habitat for emerging weeds that may attract large 

numbers of galahs. 

 Install anti-perching devices on airport infrastructure such as signs, 

light poles and buildings. 

 Remove non-essential infrastructure (e.g. posts and poles) to limit 

perching opportunities. 

 Implement a roost management program for any identified roosts. 

Program may consist of dispersal, habitat modification, and egg and 

nest removal. 

 Where possible, schedule flight operations to avoid peak activity. 

Additional Responses: 

 Issue a Wildlife Hazard Notification or NOTAM if the hazard is likely 

to remain high for a definable period. 

 Where regular monitoring identifies a defined or seasonal trend,  

update the ERSA to include hazard details, time of hazard, location, 

expected duration, and general hazard avoidance advice for pilots. 

HAZARD MANAGEMENT 

HIGH  
RISK 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

PRESENT ON AIRPORT 

SIZE 

STRIKE HISTORY (2011/12 - 2015/16) 

AIRSIDE ATTRACTANTS 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

BREEDING SEASON 

PARROTS 

Weight (g): 300-350 

Length (cm): 34-38 

Wingspan (cm): 50 

Total Strikes: 0 



Black bald head. Downward curved 

black bill. Exposed scarlet skin under 

the wing. 

Australian White Ibis 
Threskiornis mollucca 

Because of their preference for short-grass for foraging, airports are very 

attractive to ibis. Airports not only offer large areas of short-grass where 

they can safely forage whilst being vigilant to predators, they also offer a 

relatively predator-free environment thanks to the tall perimeter fence and 

general activity of aircraft and vehicles. Ibis transiting through airport  

airspace to access adjacent habitats, such as wetlands and landfills,  

present a serious strike risk because of their large body mass.         

KEY IDENTIFICATION FEATURES 

Food: 

Primarily small aquatic prey; fish, 

frogs, crustaceans. Also crickets, 

earthworms, beetles and sometimes 

snakes.  

 

Habitat: 

Terrestrial wetlands, sheltered  

marine and estuarine habitat. Also 

landfills and urban parks and  

gardens.  

 

Activity Hotspots: 

Generally flies over YBMK  

between adjacent habitats.  

Occasionally observed foraging in 

airside grass. 

HAZARD DESCRIPTION 

Active Management: 

 Monitor flight strips for flocks and report hazard to aircraft operators. 

 Remove the immediate hazard using active dispersal techniques. 

 Do not allow individuals to settle, apply persistent dispersal. 

 Apply lethal control in circumstances where individuals are  

presenting a serious and immediate strike risk. 

 Consider employing the use of a dog trained to disperse ibis if  

conventional dispersal methods are ineffective. 

Passive Management: 

 Maintain airside grass height at 200-300mm. 

 Limit the availability of irrigated and manicured grassland.  

 Restrict access to airside and landside waste receptacles (bins and 

skips). 

 Where possible, schedule flight operations to avoid peak activity. 

 Mow at night, at least in the flight strip, to reduce the insect  

attraction. 

Additional Responses: 

 Issue a Wildlife Hazard Notification or NOTAM if the hazard is likely 

to remain high for a definable period. 

 Where regular monitoring identifies a defined or seasonal trend,  

update the ERSA to include hazard details, time of hazard, location, 

expected duration, and general hazard avoidance advice for pilots. 

 If local breeding colonies are identified, liaise with local government 

and land users to develop a regional ibis management program that 

may include options such as: landfill management, roost  

management and breeding restriction programs (i.e. egg and nest 

removal). 

HAZARD MANAGEMENT 

HIGH 

RISK 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

PRESENT ON AIRPORT 

SIZE 

STRIKE HISTORY (2011/12 - 2015/16) 

AIRSIDE ATTRACTANTS 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

BREEDING SEASON 

IBIS and SPOONBILLS 

Weight (g): 1400-2500 

Length (cm): 65-75 

Wingspan (cm): 110-125 

Total Strikes: 0 



Yellow wattle in front of the eyes.  

Thorny spur on the wings.  

 

Masked Lapwing 
Vanellus miles  

Because of their preference for short-grass to establish their breeding 

and foraging territories, airports are very attractive to Masked  

Lapwings. Airports not only offer large areas of short-grass where they 

can safety forage whilst keeping an eye out for predators, they also 

offer a relatively predator-free environment thanks to the tall perimeter 

fence and general activity of aircraft and vehicles. Lapwings are highly 

territorial during the breeding season, and will aggressively defend 

their nests and young against all potential predators, including aircraft. 

It is this behaviour that makes them a particularly hazardous strike 

risk.     

KEY IDENTIFICATION FEATURES 

Food: 

Molluscs, crustaceans, worms,  

centipedes, millipedes, insects;  

occasional seeds, frogs, leaves.   

 

Habitat: 

Short grass to nest, forage and loaf. 

Sealed areas, particularly at night, to 

forage on insects that are attracted 

by apron and runway lights.  

 

Activity Hotspots: 

Forages throughout the airport,  

predominantly in areas of short 

grass. 

HAZARD DESCRIPTION 

Active Management: 

 Monitor flight strips for individuals and report hazard to aircraft 

operators. 

 Remove the immediate hazard using active dispersal techniques. 

 Do not allow individuals to settle, apply persistent dispersal. 

 Apply lethal control in circumstances where individuals are  

presenting a serious and immediate strike risk. 

 Locate and destroy ground nests. 

 Consider employing the use of a dog trained to disperse lapwings 

if conventional dispersal methods are ineffective. 

Passive Management: 

 Maintain airside grass height at 200-300mm. 

 Mow at night, at least in the flight strip, to reduce the insect  

attraction. 

 Turn off-runway lights when not in use to reduce insect activity.  

Additional Responses: 

 Issue a Wildlife Hazard Notification or NOTAM if the hazard is 

likely to remain high for a definable period. 

 Where regular monitoring identifies a defined or seasonal trend,  

update the ERSA to include hazard details, time of hazard,  

location, expected duration, and general hazard avoidance advice 

for pilots. 

HAZARD MANAGEMENT 

MODERATE  
RISK 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

PRESENT ON AIRPORT 

SIZE 

STRIKE HISTORY (2011/12 - 2015/16) 

AIRSIDE ATTRACTANTS 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

BREEDING SEASON 

PLOVERS, DOTTERELS and LAPWINGS 

Weight (g): 315 

Length (cm): 30-37 

Wingspan (cm): 78-85 

Total Strikes: 3 

Multiple Strikes:  1 

Strikes/10000 RPT Movements: 0.43 

Damaging Strike Rate: 0% 



Black wing tips. Forked tail.  

 

Black Kite 
 

Black Kites are a strike risk because of their large body mass, their 

aerial hunting and thermalling activity, and their tendency to occupy 

urban areas, particularly locations close to farming activities and  

landfill operations. They will also follow mowers on airfields to forage 

on disturbed insects.         KEY IDENTIFICATION FEATURES 

Food: 

Opportunistic scavenger who forages 

on carrion, but will also hunt insects, 

reptiles, other birds and small  

mammals.  

 

Habitat: 

A variety of urban and natural  

habitats. 

 

Activity Hotspots: 

Flies over YBMK between adjacent 

habitats, occasionally thermals and 

forages above airport grasses and 

sealed areas. 

HAZARD DESCRIPTION 

Active Management: 

 Monitor critical airspace for thermalling, hunting or transiting individuals, 

report hazard to aircraft operators. 

 Remove the immediate hazard using active dispersal techniques,  

including the use of long-range pyrotechnics. 

 Immediately remove carcasses from airfield and roads on or around the 

airport. 

 In a vehicle, cicle under thermalling kites to obscure the foraging area.  

 Apply lethal control in circumstances where individuals are presenting a 

serious and immediate strike risk. 

 Do not allow individuals to settle, apply persistent dispersal. 

 In cooperation with local environment authorities, relocate nests from 

airport structures.  

Passive Management: 
 Install anti-perching devices on airport infrastructure such as signs, light 

poles and buildings. 

 Remove non-essential infrastructure (e.g. posts and poles) to limit 

perching opportunities. 

 Implement airside vertebrate pest control to manage populations of 

rodents, rabbits and hares. 

 Create a ‘false burn’ to attract birds away from the airspace. Consider 

wind direction to avoid visual problems for aircraft. 

 Mow at night to reduce the insect attraction. 

 Where possible, schedule flight operations to avoid peak activity. 

Additional Responses: 
 Issue a Wildlife Hazard Notification or NOTAM if the hazard is likely to 

remain high for a definable period. 

 Where regular monitoring identifies a defined or seasonal trend,  

update the ERSA to include hazard details, time of hazard, location, 

expected duration, and general hazard avoidance advice for pilots. 

HAZARD MANAGEMENT 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

PRESENT ON AIRPORT  

SIZE  

STRIKE HISTORY (2011/12 - 2015/16) 

AIRSIDE ATTRACTANTS 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

BREEDING SEASON   

RAPTORS 

Weight (g): 570-600 

Length (cm): 45-55 

Wingspan (cm): 120-140 

Total Strikes: 7 

Multiple Strikes:  0 

Strikes/10000 RPT Movements: 1 

Damaging Strike Rate: 0% 

Milvus migrans 

MODERATE  
RISK 



Typically blue-grey, with purplish/

green sheen on neck. However  

colours and patterns can be varied.  

Feral Pigeon 
Columba livia 

Feral Pigeons are a hazard to aircraft primarily due to their flocking  

tendency which can result in large numbers transiting airport flight paths. 

They fly in dense flocks up to several hundred birds, high above the ground 

as a territorial display to other groups of pigeons. They have history of  

being kept and released for sport, escaped or lost animals have been the 

major source for wild populations which are now well developed in most 

major cities. Buildings with ledges and perches, aircraft hangers, and other 

built structures can provide attractive areas for birds to shelter and breed.     

KEY IDENTIFICATION FEATURES 

Food: 

Predominantly granivorous, however 

in an urban setting a large proportion 

of food can be derived from human 

waste.  

 

Habitat: 

Buildings, grain installations,  

bridges, rail yards, wharves, streets, 

parks, open woodlands, paddocks, 

dunes, beaches, cliffs.  

 

Activity Hotspots: 

Flies over YBMK between adjacent 

habitats, occasionally forages in  

airside grass.    

HAZARD DESCRIPTION 

Active Management: 

 Monitor flight strips for flocks and report hazard to aircraft  

operators. 

 Remove the immediate hazard using active dispersal techniques. 

 Do not allow individuals to settle, apply persistent dispersal. 

 Apply lethal control in circumstances where individuals are  

presenting a serious and immediate strike risk. 

 Locate and destroy ground nests. 

 Consider employing the use of a dog trained to disperse pigeons if 

conventional dispersal methods are ineffective. 

Passive Management: 

 Maintain airside grass height at 200-300mm. 

 Limit the availability of irrigated and manicured grassland.  

 Install anti-perching devices on airport infrastructure such as signs, 

light poles and buildings. 

 Remove non-essential infrastructure (e.g. posts and poles) to limit 

perching opportunities. 

 Implement a roost management program for any identified roosts. 

Program may consist of dispersal, habitat modification, and egg 

and nest removal. 

 Mow at night, at least in the flight strip, to reduce the insect  

attraction.  

Additional Responses: 

 Issue a Wildlife Hazard Notification or NOTAM if the hazard is likely 

to remain high for a definable period. 

 Where regular monitoring identifies a defined or seasonal trend,  

update the ERSA to include hazard details, time of hazard, location, 

expected duration, and general hazard avoidance advice for pilots. 

HAZARD MANAGEMENT 

MODERATE  
RISK 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

PRESENT ON AIRPORT 

SIZE 

STRIKE HISTORY (2010-2015) 

AIRSIDE ATTRACTANTS 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

BREEDING SEASON 

PIGEONS and DOVES 

Weight (g): 308 

Length (cm): 33-36 

Wingspan (cm): 50-67 

Total Strikes: 1 

Multiple Strikes:  1 

Strikes/10000 RPT Movements: 0.14 

Damaging Strike Rate: 0% 



Small all white egret. 

 

Cattle Egret 
Ardea ibis 

Short grass, access to food and water, and lack of predators, make 

airports particularly attractive to egrets. Their relatively large body 

size, coupled with their tendency to form small groups, create a  

serious strike risk when left unmanaged. They can be difficult to  

disperse, often relocating only short distances on the airfield when 

harassed, making persistence a key attribute of successful active 

management. Airports with cattle grazing activity in close proximity to 

airfield can elevate the strike risk.       

KEY IDENTIFICATION FEATURES 

Food: 

Prefers grasshoppers, but will eat a 

range of invertebrates, frogs, lizards, 

and small mammals.  

 

Habitat: 

Cattle paddocks, pastures, 

croplands, landfill, wetlands, tidal 

mudflats. 

 

Activity Hotspots: 

Small flocks (<11) forage in airside 

grass, mostly during the morning.  

HAZARD DESCRIPTION 

Active Management: 

 Monitor flight strips for individuals, report hazard to aircraft operators. 

 Remove the immediate hazard using active dispersal techniques. 

 Do not allow individuals to settle, apply persistent dispersal and  

disperse during early morning periods to prevent them settling for the 

day. 

 Consider employing the use of a dog trained to disperse egrets if 

conventional dispersal methods are ineffective. 

 Apply lethal control in circumstances where individuals are  

presenting a serious and immediate strike risk. Do not apply lethal 

control to species of legislative or conservation significance. 

Passive Management: 

 Remove, or restrict access to, permanent or semi-permanent water 

sources on-airport (e.g. retention ponds, drains etc.).  

 Locate and fill low-lying areas on the airfield that temporarily  

accumulate water after rainfall. 

 Maintain airside grass height at 200-300mm. 

 Mow at night to reduce the insect attraction. 

 Remove any refuges, such as small islands in the middle of water 

bodies, dense reeds and aquatic vegetation. 

 Where possible, schedule flight operations to avoid peak activity. 

Additional Responses: 

 Issue a Wildlife Hazard Notification or NOTAM if the hazard is likely 

to remain high for a definable period. 

 Where regular monitoring identifies a defined or seasonal trend,  

update the ERSA to include hazard details, time of hazard, location, 

expected duration, and general hazard avoidance advice for pilots. 

HAZARD MANAGEMENT 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

PRESENT ON AIRPORT 

SIZE 

STRIKE HISTORY (2011/12 - 2015/16) 

AIRSIDE ATTRACTANTS 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

BREEDING SEASON 

BITTERNS, HERONS and EGRETS 

Weight (g): 365 

Length (cm): 48-53 

Wingspan (cm): 90 

Total Strikes: 2 

Multiple Strikes:  1 

Strikes/10000 RPT Movements: 0.29 

Damaging Strike Rate: 50% 

MODERATE 
RISK 



Bright coloration. Loud call.  

Gregarious behaviour.  

 

Rainbow Lorikeet 
Trichoglossus haematodus 

Although relatively small in size, lorikeets are particularly hazardous to 

aircraft because they can form large flocks. Native trees, such as  

eucalypts and melaleucas, can attract very high numbers of lorikeets 

during flowering seasons, presenting a significant strike risk when  

located in close proximity to airports and aircraft flight paths.          KEY IDENTIFICATION FEATURES 

Food: 

Primarily nectar and pollen of native 

trees and shrubs, but also fruits, 

seeds and insects.  

 

Habitat: 

Native woodlands, urban parks and 

gardens.  

 

Activity Hotspots: 

Transits over YBMK, at various 

heights and bearings, during early 

morning and late afternoon periods.  

HAZARD DESCRIPTION 

Active Management: 

 Monitor flight strips for individuals or flocks and report hazard to  

aircraft operators. 

 Remove the immediate hazard using active dispersal techniques. 

 Do not allow individuals to settle, apply persistent dispersal. 

Passive Management: 

 Remove trees and shrubs from airside and landside areas whose 

fruits and flowers attract lorikeets. 

 Develop a landscaping policy that provides guidance on appropriate 

plant species use.  

 Install anti-perching devices on airport infrastructure such as signs, 

light poles and buildings. 

 Remove non-essential infrastructure (e.g. posts and poles) to limit 

perching opportunities. 

 Implement a roost management program for any identified roosts. 

Program may consist of dispersal and habitat modification.  

 Where possible, schedule flight operations to avoid peak activity. 

Additional Responses: 

 Issue a Wildlife Hazard Notification or NOTAM if the hazard is likely 

to remain high for a definable period. 

 Where regular monitoring identifies a defined or seasonal trend,  

update the ERSA to include hazard details, time of hazard, location, 

expected duration, and general hazard avoidance advice for pilots. 

 

 

 

HAZARD MANAGEMENT 

MODERATE 
RISK 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

PRESENT ON AIRPORT 

SIZE 

STRIKE HISTORY ([insert date range]) 

AIRSIDE ATTRACTANTS 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

BREEDING SEASON 

PARROTS 

Weight (g): 120-130 

Length (cm): 30 

Wingspan (cm): 46 

Total Strikes: 1 

Multiple Strikes:  1 

Strikes/10000 RPT Movements: 0.14 

Damaging Strike Rate: 0% 



Black bald head. Downward curved 

black bill. Yellow throat plumes. 

Glossy black back. 

Straw-necked Ibis 
Threskiornis spinicollis 

Because of their preference for short-grass for foraging, airports are very 

attractive to ibis. Airports not only offer large areas of short-grass where 

they can safely forage whilst being vigilant to predators, they also offer a 

relatively predator-free environment thanks to the tall perimeter fence and 

general activity of aircraft and vehicles. Ibis transiting through airport  

airspace to access adjacent habitats, such as wetlands and agricultural 

fields, present a serious strike risk because of their large body mass.         

KEY IDENTIFICATION FEATURES 

Food: 

Insects such as grasshoppers,  

beetles, caterpillars and spiders.  

 

Habitat: 

Grasslands, terrestrial wetlands, 

farmland.  

 

Activity Hotspots: 

Often transits over YBMK through 

critical areas, occasionally forages in 

short grass around the airfield.  

HAZARD DESCRIPTION 

Active Management: 

 Monitor flight strips for flocks and report hazard to aircraft operators. 

 Remove the immediate hazard using active dispersal techniques. 

 Do not allow individuals to settle, apply persistent dispersal. 

 Apply lethal control in circumstances where individuals are  

presenting a serious and immediate strike risk. 

 Consider employing the use of a dog trained to disperse ibis if  

conventional dispersal methods are ineffective. 

Passive Management: 

 Maintain airside grass height at 200-300mm. 

 Limit the availability of irrigated and manicured grassland.  

 Where possible, schedule flight operations to avoid peak activity. 

 Mow at night, at least in the flight strip, to reduce the insect  

attraction. 

Additional Responses: 

 Issue a Wildlife Hazard Notification or NOTAM if the hazard is likely 

to remain high for a definable period. 

 Where regular monitoring identifies a defined or seasonal trend,  

update the ERSA to include hazard details, time of hazard, location, 

expected duration, and general hazard avoidance advice for pilots. 

 If local breeding colonies are identified, liaise with local government 

and land users to develop a regional ibis management program that 

may include options such as: roost management and breeding  

restriction programs (i.e. egg and nest removal). 

 

 

 

HAZARD MANAGEMENT 

MODERATE 

RISK 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

PRESENT ON AIRPORT 

SIZE 

STRIKE HISTORY (2011/12 - 2015/16) 

AIRSIDE ATTRACTANTS 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

BREEDING SEASON 

IBIS and SPOONBILLS 

Weight (g): 1100-1500 

Length (cm): 60-70 

Wingspan (cm): 100-120 

Total Strikes: 0 



All black plumage and black bill. 

Light blue eye. 

Torresian Crow 
Corvus orru 

Torresian Crows are generally observed singularly or in pairs and 

small groups, however large flocks can form during the non-breeding 

season. Although generally wary of aircraft moving on airfields, crows 

can cause a strike risk and their relatively large body can result in  

aircraft damage. KEY IDENTIFICATION FEATURES 

Food: 

Omnivorous: fruit, seeds, insects, 

carrion, putrescible waste,  

invertebrates and small vertebrates.  

 

Habitat: 

Forests and woodlands. Common in 

urban parks and gardens. 

 

Activity Hotspots: 

Common throughout YBMK, forages 

in grass, perches on fences and built 

environment. Often transits across 

YBMK through critical areas.  

HAZARD DESCRIPTION 

Active Management: 

 Monitor flight strips for individuals and flocks and report hazard to 

aircraft operators. 

 Remove the immediate hazard using active dispersal techniques. 

 Do not allow individuals to settle, apply persistent dispersal. 

 Immediately remove carcasses from airfield and roads on or 

around the airport. 

 Apply lethal control in circumstances where individuals are  

presenting a serious and immediate strike risk. 

Passive Management: 

 Install anti-perching devices on airport infrastructure such as 

signs, light poles and buildings. 

 Remove non-essential infrastructure (e.g. posts and poles) to limit 

perching opportunities. 

 Restrict access to airside and landside waste receptacles (bins 

and skips). 

 Maintain airside grass height at 200-300mm. 

 Mow at night, at least in the flight strip, to reduce the insect  

attraction. 

Additional Responses: 

 Issue a Wildlife Hazard Notification or NOTAM if the hazard is 

likely to remain high for a definable period. 

 Where regular monitoring identifies a defined or seasonal trend,  

update the ERSA to include hazard details, time of hazard,  

location, expected duration, and general hazard avoidance advice 

for pilots. 

HAZARD MANAGEMENT 

MODERATE 
RISK 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

PRESENT ON AIRPORT 

SIZE 

STRIKE HISTORY (2011/12 - 2015/16) 

AIRSIDE ATTRACTANTS 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

BREEDING SEASON 

CORVIDS and RAVENS 

Weight (g): 440-670 

Length (cm): 46-51 

Wingspan (cm): 100-110 

Total Strikes: 0 



Facial stripes around the eye. Green -

blue speculum feathers (located on 

the posterior side of the wing).  

Pacific Black Duck 
Anas superciliosa 

Drains, water retention areas, access to food, and lack of predators, make 

airports particularly attractive to Pacific Black Ducks. Their relatively large 

body size, coupled with their tendency to form small groups, create a  

serious strike risk when left unmanaged. Short grassed areas adjacent 

water bodies provide safe loafing areas with easy access to water when 

disturbed. Densely vegetated waterbodies provide an additional refuge.       

KEY IDENTIFICATION FEATURES 

Food: 

Var ie t y o f  water  p lan ts ,  insec ts ,   

c rus taceans  and m ol luscs .  

 

Habitat: 

Any suitable water, temporary or  

permanent. Prefers large,  

permanent, well-vegetated  

waterbodies and waterways.   

 

Activity Hotspots: 

Transits over YBMK between  

off-airport habitats. Forages in grass 

at the north-western corner of the 

airfield. 

HAZARD DESCRIPTION 

Active Management: 

 Monitor flight strips for individuals, report hazard to aircraft operators. 

 Remove the immediate hazard using active dispersal techniques. 

 Do not allow individuals to settle, apply persistent dispersal and  

disperse during early morning periods to prevent them settling for the 

day. 

 Consider employing the use of a dog trained to disperse ducks if 

conventional dispersal methods are ineffective. 

 Apply lethal control in circumstances where individuals are  

presenting a serious and immediate strike risk.  

Passive Management: 

 Remove, or restrict access to, permanent or semi-permanent water 

sources on-airport (e.g. retention ponds, drains etc.).  

 Locate and fill low-lying areas on the airfield that temporarily  

accumulate water after rainfall. 

 Maintain airside grass height at 200-300mm, including the regular 

removal of seed heads. 

 Where possible, schedule flight operations to avoid peak activity. 

Additional Responses: 

 Issue a Wildlife Hazard Notification or NOTAM if the hazard is likely 

to remain high for a definable period. 

 Where regular monitoring identifies a defined or seasonal trend,  

update the ERSA to include hazard details, time of hazard, location, 

expected duration, and general hazard avoidance advice for pilots. 

 

 

 

HAZARD MANAGEMENT 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

PRESENT ON AIRPORT  

SIZE 

STRIKE HISTORY (2011/12 - 2015/16) 

AIRSIDE ATTRACTANTS 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

BREEDING SEASON (varies in response to rainfall and food availability) 

DUCKS and GEESE 

Weight (g): 1045 

Length (cm): 47-60 

Wingspan (cm): 80-100 

Total Strikes: 0 

MODERATE  
RISK 



Short, thick gull-like bill. Black crown 

from bill to nape of the neck, however 

this is largely absent when breeding.  

Gull-billed Tern 
Gelochelidon nilotica 

This non-breeding migrant can present a strike risk because of its 

body mass and aerial activity. Movement through airport airspace and 

aircraft approach and departure paths, is often linked to their use of off

-airport hazards, particularly wetlands.  

As a proected species under Australia’s international migratory bird 

agreement; China-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement (CAMBA), lethal 

control is not permissible.     

KEY IDENTIFICATION FEATURES 

Food: 

Opportunistic, although mostly  

insects. Also small reptiles, frogs, 

and small fish.  

 

Habitat: 

On-airport: water retention areas, 

and drains. Off-airport: estuaries, 

lagoons, mudflats, sewage treatment 

ponds, irrigation canals, inland rivers 

and lakes.  

 

Activity Hotspots: 

Transits over the airfield in search of 

food, particularly following rain 

events. 

HAZARD DESCRIPTION 

Active Management: 

 Monitor flight strips for individuals, report hazard to aircraft operators. 

 Remove the immediate hazard using active dispersal techniques. 

 Do not allow individuals to settle, apply persistent dispersal. 

Passive Management: 

 Remove, or restrict access to, permanent or semi-permanent water 

sources on-airport (e.g. retention ponds, drains etc.).  

 Maintain airside grass height at 200-300mm. 

 Install anti-perching devices on airport infrastructure such as signs, 

light poles and buildings. 

 Remove non-essential infrastructure (e.g. posts and poles) to limit 

perching opportunities. 

 Where possible, schedule flight operations to avoid peak activity. 

Additional Responses: 

 Issue a Wildlife Hazard Notification or NOTAM if the hazard is likely 

to remain high for a definable period. 

 Where regular monitoring identifies a defined or seasonal trend,  

update the ERSA to include hazard details, time of hazard, location, 

expected duration, and general hazard avoidance advice for pilots. 

 

 

HAZARD MANAGEMENT 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

PRESENT ON AIRPORT 

SIZE 

STRIKE HISTORY (2011/12 - 2015/16) 

AIRSIDE ATTRACTANTS 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

BREEDING SEASON 

GULLS and TERNS 

Weight (g): 150-292 

Length (cm): 33-42 

Wingspan (cm): 76-91 

Total Strikes: 0 

MODERATE  
RISK 



Mostly white, dark wing tips,  

distinctive dark collar.  

Radjah Shelduck 
Tadorna radjah 

Drains, water retention areas, access to food, and lack of predators, can 

make airports attractive to Radjah Shelducks. Their relatively large body 

size, coupled with their tendency to form small groups, create a serious 

strike risk when left unmanaged. Short-grassed areas adjacent to water  

bodies provide safe loafing areas with easy access to water when  

disturbed. Densely vegetated waterbodies provide an additional refuge.       

         

KEY IDENTIFICATION FEATURES 

Food: 

Mol luscs ,  insec ts ,  sedges  and 

a lgae .  

 

Habitat: 

Prefer mangrove and paperbark 

swamps, but will also utilise lagoons, 

billabongs and other waterbodies and 

flooded grassland.   

 

Activity Hotspots: 

Small flocks (<5) fly south over 

YBMK to access foraging and  

roosting habitats.  

HAZARD DESCRIPTION 

Active Management: 

 Monitor flight strips for individuals, report hazard to aircraft operators. 

 Remove the immediate hazard using active dispersal techniques. 

 Do not allow individuals to settle, apply persistent dispersal and  

disperse during early morning periods to prevent them settling for the 

day. 

 Consider employing the use of a dog trained to disperse ducks if 

conventional dispersal methods are ineffective.  

Passive Management: 

 Remove, or restrict access to, permanent or semi-permanent water 

sources on-airport (e.g. retention ponds, drains etc.).  

 Locate and fill low-lying areas on the airfield that temporarily  

accumulate water after rainfall. 

 Maintain airside grass height at 200-300mm, including the regular 

removal of seed heads. 

 Where possible, schedule flight operations to avoid peak activity. 

Additional Responses: 

 Issue a Wildlife Hazard Notification or NOTAM if the hazard is likely 

to remain high for a definable period. 

 Where regular monitoring identifies a defined or seasonal trend,  

update the ERSA to include hazard details, time of hazard, location, 

expected duration, and general hazard avoidance advice for pilots. 

 

 

 

HAZARD MANAGEMENT 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

PRESENT ON AIRPORT  

SIZE 

STRIKE HISTORY (2011/12 - 2015/16) 

AIRSIDE ATTRACTANTS 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

BREEDING SEASON  

DUCKS and GEESE 

Weight (g): 930 

Length (cm): 49-61 

Wingspan (cm): 90-99 

Total Strikes: 0 

MODERATE  
RISK 



Largest of the white egrets. Length of 

the neck is greater than the length of 

the body. Black legs. Yellow bill when 

non-breeding, which extends slightly 

behind the eye. 

Eastern Great Egret 
Ardea modesta 

Short grass, access to food and water, and lack of predators, make 

airports particularly attractive to egrets. Their relatively large body 

size, coupled with their tendency to form small groups, create a  

serious strike risk when left unmanaged. They can be difficult to  

disperse, often relocating only short distances on the airfield when 

harassed, making persistence a key attribute of successful active 

management. As a proected species under Australia’s international 

migratory bird agreement; China-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement 

(CAMBA), lethal control is not permissible.     

KEY IDENTIFICATION FEATURES 

Food: 

Small fish, frogs, birds and various 

invertebrates.  

 

Habitat: 

Wetland systems; terrestrial,  

estuarine and littoral. Also, flooded 

grasslands, swamps, mudflats, and 

mangrove forests. 

 

Activity Hotspots: 

Transits through critical areas  

between adjacent habitats.  

HAZARD DESCRIPTION 

Active Management: 

 Monitor flight strips for individuals, report hazard to aircraft operators. 

 Remove the immediate hazard using active dispersal techniques. 

 Do not allow individuals to settle, apply persistent dispersal and  

disperse during early morning periods to prevent them settling for the 

day. 

 Consider employing the use of a dog trained to disperse egrets if 

conventional dispersal methods are ineffective. 

Passive Management: 

 Remove, or restrict access to, permanent or semi-permanent water 

sources on-airport (e.g. retention ponds, drains etc.).  

 Locate and fill low-lying areas on the airfield that temporarily  

accumulate water after rainfall. 

 Maintain airside grass height at 200-300mm, including the regular 

removal of seed heads. 

 Remove any refuges, such as small islands in the middle of water 

bodies, dense reeds and aquatic vegetation. 

 Where possible, schedule flight operations to avoid peak activity. 

Additional Responses: 

 Issue a Wildlife Hazard Notification or NOTAM if the hazard is likely 

to remain high for a definable period. 

 Where regular monitoring identifies a defined or seasonal trend,  

update the ERSA to include hazard details, time of hazard, location, 

expected duration, and general hazard avoidance advice for pilots. 

HAZARD MANAGEMENT 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

PRESENT ON AIRPORT 

SIZE 

STRIKE HISTORY (2011/12 - 2015/16) 

AIRSIDE ATTRACTANTS 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

BREEDING SEASON 

BITTERNS, HERONS and EGRETS 

Weight (g): 700-1500 

Length (cm): 76-100 

Wingspan (cm): 150 

Total Strikes: 0 

MODERATE 
RISK 



Mostly green with yellow ‘scales’ on 

the breast and neck. Red bill.  

Red-orange underwings. Loud call.  

Scaly-breasted Lorikeet 
Trichoglossus cholorolepidotus 

Although relatively small in size, lorikeets are particularly hazardous to 

aircraft because they can form large flocks. Native trees, such as  

eucalypts and melaleucas, can attract very high numbers of lorikeets 

during flowering seasons, presenting a significant strike risk when  

located in close proximity to airports and aircraft flight paths.          KEY IDENTIFICATION FEATURES 

Food: 

Primarily nectar and pollen of native 

trees and shrubs, but also fruits,  

berries, insects and insect larvae.  

 

Habitat: 

Native woodlands, forests and  

heathlands, as well as urban parks 

and gardens.  

 

Activity Hotspots: 

Transits over YBMK through critical  

areas, particularly during the morning 

period. 

HAZARD DESCRIPTION 

Active Management: 

 Monitor flight strips for individuals or flocks and report hazard to  

aircraft operators. 

 Remove the immediate hazard using active dispersal techniques. 

 Do not allow individuals to settle, apply persistent dispersal. 

Passive Management: 

 Remove trees and shrubs from airside and landside areas whose 

fruits and flowers attract lorikeets. 

 Develop a landscaping policy that provides guidance on appropriate 

plant species use.  

 Install anti-perching devices on airport infrastructure such as signs, 

light poles and buildings. 

 Remove non-essential infrastructure (e.g. posts and poles) to limit 

perching opportunities. 

 Implement a roost management program for any identified roosts. 

Program may consist of dispersal and habitat modification.  

 Where possible, schedule flight operations to avoid peak activity. 

Additional Responses: 

 Issue a Wildlife Hazard Notification or NOTAM if the hazard is likely 

to remain high for a definable period. 

 Where regular monitoring identifies a defined or seasonal trend,  

update the ERSA to include hazard details, time of hazard, location, 

expected duration, and general hazard avoidance advice for pilots. 

 

 

 

HAZARD MANAGEMENT 

MODERATE 
RISK 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

PRESENT ON AIRPORT 

SIZE 

STRIKE HISTORY (2011/12 - 2015/16) 

AIRSIDE ATTRACTANTS 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

BREEDING SEASON 

PARROTS 

Weight (g): 86 

Length (cm): 22-24 

Wingspan (cm): 49 

Total Strikes: 0 



Unique Australian Pelican species. 

Very large size. Long pink bill with 

bill-pouch.  

Australian Pelican 
Pelecanus conspicillatus 

Thermalling and transiting pelicans present a significant strike risk  

primarily due to their very large body mass. The consequence of a  

pelican strike can be catastrophic, with two RAAF F111 pilots killed 

after striking three pelicans while completing low-level exercises over 

water in north-east NSW in 1977. Because of their scavenging  

behaviour, they often prevalent at landfills, fish cleaning areas, and 

areas where people feed birds such as parks and gardens. When  

airports operate in close proximity to these types of land uses, the  

pelican strike risk is significant.    

KEY IDENTIFICATION FEATURES 

Food: 

A broad opportunistic carnivore and 

scavenger. Usually feeds on fish, but 

also insects, crustaceans, small birds 

and mammals.  

 

Habitat: 

Primarily wetland habitats (marine 

and freshwater). They often use  

thermals over airports, in approach 

and departure paths.  

 

Activity Hotspots: 

Occasionally observed flying -over 

YBMK between adjacent habitats.  

HAZARD DESCRIPTION 

Active Management: 

 Monitor flight strips for individuals or flocks transiting or  

thermalling over the airfield and report hazard to aircraft  

operators. 

 Remove the immediate hazard using active dispersal techniques, 

including long-range pyrotechnics. 

 Apply lethal control in circumstances where individuals are  

presenting a serious and immediate strike risk. 

Passive Management: 

 Limit access to waterbodies through netting or infilling. 

 Limit perching opportunities or employ anti-perching devices near 

water sources.  

Additional Responses: 

 Issue a Wildlife Hazard Notification or NOTAM if the hazard is 

likely to remain high for a definable period. 

 Where regular monitoring identifies a defined or seasonal trend,  

update the ERSA to include hazard details, time of hazard,  

location, expected duration, and general hazard avoidance advice 

for pilots. 

 

 

 

HAZARD MANAGEMENT 

MODERATE  

RISK 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

PRESENT ON AIRPORT 

SIZE 

STRIKE HISTORY (2011/12 - 2015/16) 

AIRSIDE ATTRACTANTS 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

BREEDING SEASON  

PELICANS 

Weight (g): 4000-6000 

Length (cm): 160-180 

Wingspan (cm): 230-250 

Total Strikes: 0 



Light grey wings with black tips. 

Bright orange-red legs and bill. 

 

Silver Gull 
Chroicocephalus novaehollandiae  

Silver Gulls are considered hazardous to aircraft primarily due to their 

flocking tendency which can result in large numbers transiting the  

airport or flight paths. They will often use airfields as a temporary  

refuge during inclement weather, occasionally congregating in  

hundreds. Grasslands inundated with water following rainfall is also a 

significant attractant on airports.      

         

KEY IDENTIFICATION FEATURES 

Food: 

Will scavenge on a wide range  

human derived food and rubbish, and 

will also eat worms, fish insects and 

crustaceans.  

 

Habitat: 

Any watered habitat; natural or 

manmade, permanent or temporary.  

 

Activity Hotspots: 

Occasionally transits over YBMK.  

HAZARD DESCRIPTION 

Active Management: 

 Monitor flight strips for flocks and individuals, report hazard to aircraft 

operators. 

 Remove the immediate hazard using active dispersal techniques. 

 Do not allow individuals to settle, apply persistent dispersal. 

 Apply lethal control in circumstances where individuals are  

presenting a serious and immediate strike risk. 

 Consider employing the use of a dog trained to disperse gulls if  

conventional dispersal methods are ineffective. 

Passive Management: 

 Remove, or restrict access to, permanent or semi-permanent water 

sources on-airport (e.g. retention ponds, drains etc.).  

 Maintain airside grass height at 200-300mm. 

 Install anti-perching devices on airport infrastructure such as signs, 

light poles and buildings. 

 Restrict access to airside and landside waste receptacles (bins and 

skips). 

 Monitor weather activity for off-shore stormy weather to proactively 

anticipate their arrival over the airfield. 

 Where possible, schedule flight operations to avoid peak activity. 

Additional Responses: 

 Issue a Wildlife Hazard Notification or NOTAM if the hazard is likely 

to remain high for a definable period. 

 Where regular monitoring identifies a defined or seasonal trend,  

update the ERSA to include hazard details, time of hazard, location, 

expected duration, and general hazard avoidance advice for pilots. 

 

HAZARD MANAGEMENT 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

PRESENT ON AIRPORT 

SIZE 

STRIKE HISTORY (2011/12 - 2015/16) 

AIRSIDE ATTRACTANTS 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

BREEDING SEASON 

GULLS and TERNS 

Weight (g): 265-315 

Length (cm): 36-44 

Wingspan (cm): 91-96 

Total Strikes: 0 

MODERATE 
RISK 



All black bird with dart-like flying 

pose, often seen with wings extended 

for drying. 

Little Black Cormorant 
Phalacrocorax sulcriostris 

Little Black Cormorants are known to form large flocks for flights and 

where food resources are abundant near large water sources with 

high fish populations. This flocking behaviour presents a high hazard 

to aircraft operations, especially at dawn and dusk. For airports that 

support water bodies on, and adjacent to, the airfield, cormorant activity 

can be high.     

         

KEY IDENTIFICATION FEATURES 

Food: 

Mostly fish and crustaceans caught 

by diving.  

 

Habitat: 

Wetlands, sheltered coast waters, 

mangroves, rives, dams, fish farms 

and sewage treatment banks.  

 

Activity Hotspots: 

Infrequently flies over YBMK.  

HAZARD DESCRIPTION 

Active Management: 

 Monitor flight strips for individuals, report hazard to aircraft operators. 

 Remove the immediate hazard using active dispersal techniques. 

 Do not allow individuals to settle, apply persistent dispersal. 

Passive Management: 

 Remove, or restrict access to, permanent or semi-permanent water 

sources on-airport (e.g. retention ponds, drains etc.).  

 Maintain airside grass height at 200-300mm. 

 Remove non-essential infrastructure (e.g. posts and poles), fallen 

trees and logs, to limit perching opportunities. 

 Where possible, schedule flight operations to avoid peak activity. 

Additional Responses: 

 Issue a Wildlife Hazard Notification or NOTAM if the hazard is likely 

to remain high for a definable period. 

 Where regular monitoring identifies a defined or seasonal trend,  

update the ERSA to include hazard details, time of hazard, location, 

expected duration, and general hazard avoidance advice for pilots. 

 

 

 

HAZARD MANAGEMENT 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

PRESENT ON AIRPORT 

SIZE 

STRIKE HISTORY (2011/12 - 2015/16) 

AIRSIDE ATTRACTANTS 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

BREEDING SEASON 

DARTERS and CORMORANTS 

Weight (g): 520-1210 

Length (cm): 55-65 

Wingspan (cm): 95-105 

Total Strikes: 0 

MODERATE 
RISK 



Black and white plumage.  

Noticeably smaller than Australian 

Magpies. 

Magpie Lark 
Haliastur sphenurus 

Because of their preference for short-grass to establish  foraging  

territories, airports are very attractive to Magpie Larks. Airports not 

only offer large areas of short-grass where they can safety forage 

whilst keeping an eye out for predators, they also offer a relatively 

predator-free environment thanks to the tall perimeter fence and  

general activity of aircraft and vehicles. They are highly territorial  

during the breeding season, and will aggressively defend their nests 

and young against all potential predators.      

KEY IDENTIFICATION FEATURES 

Food: 

Mostly invertebrates, mainly small insects 

and their larvae; occasionally small  

vertebrates and seeds of grasses.  

 

Habitat: 

A wide variety of open and lightly 

timbered habitats and grasslands, 

almost always near or associated 

with water.  

 

Activity Hotspots: 

Forages in short grass airport-wide. 

HAZARD DESCRIPTION 

Active Management: 

 Monitor flight strips for individuals and report hazard to aircraft 

operators. 

 Remove the immediate hazard using active dispersal techniques. 

 Do not allow individuals to settle, apply persistent dispersal. 

 Apply lethal control in circumstances where individuals are  

presenting a serious and immediate strike risk. 

 Consider employing the use of a dog trained to disperse larks if 

conventional dispersal methods are ineffective. 

Passive Management: 

 Maintain airside grass height at 200-300mm. 

 Mow at night, at least in the flight strip, to reduce the insect  

attraction. 

Additional Responses: 

 Issue a Wildlife Hazard Notification or NOTAM if the hazard is 

likely to remain high for a definable period. 

 Where regular monitoring identifies a defined or seasonal trend,  

update the ERSA to include hazard details, time of hazard,  

location, expected duration, and general hazard avoidance advice 

for pilots. 

 

 

 

HAZARD MANAGEMENT 

MODERATE 
RISK 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

PRESENT ON AIRPORT 

SIZE 

STRIKE HISTORY (2011/12 - 2015/16) 

AIRSIDE ATTRACTANTS 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

BREEDING SEASON 

MONARCH FLYCATCHERS 

Weight (g): 85 

Length (cm): 27 

Wingspan (cm): 51 

Total Strikes: 2 

Multiple Strikes:  0 

Strikes/10000 RPT Movements: 0.29 

Damaging Strike Rate: 0% 



Long downward curved bill. Long 

legs. 

 

Eastern Curlew 
Numenius madagascariensis 

They are the largest migratory wader, who generally occupy coastal 

areas, but can be problematic for airports located close to intertidal  

areas. Waders, including curlews, occasionally use coastal airports as 

high tide roosts. At these times, large flocks may be loafing on the  

airfield, presenting a serious strike risk.  As a proected species under 

Australia’s international migratory bird agreements with Japan, China and 

the Republic of Korea (JAMBA, CAMBA, ROKAMBA), lethal control is not 

permissible.     

KEY IDENTIFICATION FEATURES 

Food: 

Small crabs and molluscs.  

 

Habitat: 

Intertidal mudflats and sandflats,  

estuaries, mangrove swamps, bays, 

harbours lagoons. 

 

Activity Hotspots: 

Transits through critical areas  

between adjacent foraging and  

loafing  

habitats. 

HAZARD DESCRIPTION 

Active Management: 

 Monitor flight strips for individuals, report hazard to aircraft  

operators. 

 Remove the immediate hazard using active dispersal techniques. 

 Do not allow individuals to settle, apply persistent dispersal and  

disperse during early morning periods to prevent them settling for 

the day. 

 Consider employing the use of a dog trained to disperse curlews 

if conventional dispersal methods are ineffective. 

Passive Management: 

 Maintain airside grass height at 200-300mm, including the  

regular removal of seed heads. 

 Remove any refuges, such as small islands in the middle of  

water bodies. 

 Where possible, schedule flight operations to avoid peak activity. 

Additional Responses: 

 Issue a Wildlife Hazard Notification or NOTAM if the hazard is 

likely to remain high for a definable period. 

 Where regular monitoring identifies a defined or seasonal trend,  

update the ERSA to include hazard details, time of hazard,  

location, expected duration, and general hazard avoidance  

advice for pilots. 

HAZARD MANAGEMENT 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

PRESENT ON AIRPORT 

SIZE 

STRIKE HISTORY (2011/12 - 2015/16) 

AIRSIDE ATTRACTANTS 

J F M A M J J A S O N D 

BREEDING SEASON 

WADERS and SHOREBIRDS 

Weight (g): 565-1150 

Length (cm): 60-66 

Wingspan (cm): 110 

Total Strikes: 0 

MODERATE 

RISK 
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